

Sermon Questions
October 9, 2011
What Do You Pray For?
Colossians 1:9-14

GETTING STARTED
1. How would you describe your prayer habits for other people? (i.e. frequency, content, types of people)




2. What percentage of your prayers is focused on your own needs and desires versus the needs of others?




DIGGING DEEPER
3. Read Romans 1:9-10 & Colossians 1:9-14. What conclusions can we draw about Paul's prayer life? Why did Paul pray this way?




4. Outline the following from Colossians 1:9-14:   
        a) What does Paul ask God to do?


        b) Why does Paul ask God to do it?


        c) What are the four characteristics of a "life worthy of the Lord" in this passage?




5. In Colossians 1:9, what does Paul mean when he asks God to "fill" the Colossians? In what sense can we be "filled" with   
    knowledge? (See John 16:6; Luke 5:26, & Acts 4:31 for other uses of the word "fill")




6. How do most people understand the phrase "knowing God's will"? How does that differ from Paul's prayer in Colossians 1:9? 
     (See Ephesians 5:15-18; 1 Thessalonians  4:3)





APPLICATION
7. The end goal for Paul was for the Colossians to "live lives worthy of the Lord and please him in every way." Is this your heart's 
     desire? Why or why not?





8. What are some practical steps we can take to personalize and deepen our prayer requests instead of keeping them "safe" or 
     "superficial"?
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